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SUBJECT: DURER PAINTINGS 

REF: BERLIN 7152 

1 . EDWARD SPRAGUE JONES, REPRESENTING ARTEMIS S.A. WITH 
REFERENCE TO LITIGATION INVOLVING TWO DURER PAINTINGS, AND 
WO HAD WRITTEN CHARGE REQUESTING APPOINTMENT WITH 
APPROPRIATE GDR AUTHORITY, VISITED EAST BERLIN AND WEIMAR 
FEBRUARY 18-25. APPOINTMENT WAS MADE WITH DR. MANFRED 
HOFFMAN, IN CHARGE OF GDR INTERNATIONAL CIVIL LAW CASES, 

WHO PREDICATED TO PAO THAT CHANCES FOR SETTLEMENT VIRTUALLY 
NIL BUT HAD NO OBJECTION SEEING JONES. THREE-HOUR 

MEETING TOOK PLACE FEBRUARY 21, JONES TAKING NOTES - WHICH 
HE LATER ALLOWED EMBASSY TO COPY AND HOFFMANN RUNNING 
TAPE RECORDER. JONES FOUND HOFFMANN ARTICULATE, KNOWLEDGEABLE 
AND TOUGH ADVOCATE. MAIN POINTS FOLLOWS. 

2. GDR HAS RETAINED HARRY RAND OF BOTKIN, SKLAR AND HAYS 
WHO IS DUE TO ARRIVE BERLIN MARCH 8. JONES SAID HE HAS 
REFUSED TO DEAL WITH RAND AND THAT SETTLEMENT POSSIBLE 
ONLY BY PRINCIPALS, WHEN JONES SUGGESTED FURTHER 
COMMUNICATION BE DONE THROUGH PAO, HOFFMAN APPARENTLY 
RECOILED, SAYING IT UNPRECEDENTED. ( JONES SAID THAT 
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HE WOULD NEVERTHELESS SEND COPIES OF ALL FUTURE 
CORRESPONDENCE TO EMBASSY). 

3. JONES TOLD HOFFMANN THAT GRAND DUCHESS HAD STRONGER 
CASE BUT THAT IF EITHER SHE OR US LITIGANT ELICOFON WON, 

GDR WOULD IN EITHER CASE BE LOSER. THEREFORE, HE 
RECOMMENEDE SETTLEMENT THROUGH BARTER, WHICH WAS HIS 
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MAIN REASON FOR PRESENT DISCUSSION, HE SUGGESTED THAT 
HOFFMAN MIGHT FIND IT MORE FRUITFUL DISCUSS ITEMS FOR 
BARTER RATHER THAN PURSUE SUIT. 

4. HOFFMAN DISPLAYED SUSPICION OF IONES AND KEPT ASKING 
WHO WAS PAYING HIM, BUT NEVERTHELESS HEARD HIM OUT. 

HE MAINTAINED THAT IF SETTLEMENT EFFECTED, FRUITS 
THEREOF WOULD GO TO WEIMAR MUSEUM. 

5. COMMENT: IONES' ATTITUDE AND REPLIES OUR QUESTIONS 
WERE EVASIVE AND HIS NOTES CONFUSING, WITH REFERENCE 
TO PERSONALITIES AND LEGAL MANEUVERS WITH WHICH WE 
ARE UNFAMILIAR. IF DEPARTMENT WISHES, EMBASSY PREPARED 
POUCH COPIES OF IONES' FOUR PAGES OF HAND-WRITTEN NOTES. 
POLANSKY 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: LITIGATION, ARTS, CULTURAL PRESENTATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 02-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977BERLIN05414 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770073-0475 
Format: TEL 
From: BERLIN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977031 03/aaaadmml. tel 

Line Count: 77 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 8f5388ac-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION CU 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 BERLIN 7152 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 04-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2944743 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 
Subject: DURER PAINTINGS 
TAGS: PFOR, SCUL, US, GC 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/8f5388ac-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



